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The Humgaiian Uprisinig of 1956

History Lesming Site > Mod@in World History > The: Col Weir

> TherHurgarian Upfising of 7956

Hungary in-1986'seeried to surm, i it the Coid W stoad.

Hurgary dnd this rést of Eastern Europe were
ilfiist Russfa arid diybody .
I8sia-paid thé price: The

for. The pevple of

who challetigéd thie e of Stalin and

death of Stalinvirf 1953 did ntweakei the grip Moscow had-or

 the pedple of Edsteri Elirdfis arid Huigary, by challenging e

fule of Moseow,-paid such-4 price i 1958.

Fiom 1948 on the-Hungarians were Unde the contiol 6 Moscoi,.

All wealth.of whatéver néitufe: was talkeh fiom Hurigary by the:-

- Russiang who showed their power by puttiig thousands-of -
‘Russiar trosps and hndreds-of tafiks. i’ Hungary, The Hungarian .

leader, Rakosi, was putii power by Stalin ' 6f Ruissia. Whé Stalin
died in 1958 all psople in Eastein Etirops were givén

that they might be free from.Soviet (Russidh) rule.

In February 1956, the Héew Rusiian lsader Ktiriisciev madea

- bitter attack oh the deeid Stalin arid his"policies and in-July 198600~
& gesture to the Hungarians, Rék@si"v\'/ééforééd’té;ré’sigh. In faet, -~

the Hungarians had ‘expected. mote'but ftisy did ot getit:This -

-cold and wet autumnall. créatéd = volatile situation: -

sittation, combiied with.1) & bad harvest2) fuel shortiges 3 a -

On October 23rd 1958, studerts:and worksrs fook 6 the streets .

of Budapest (the capital of Hungary.). sind i$sued thejr Sixtéen -

of the secret polics, the réfoval 6f Rugsid control et Folard
had alreadybeen granted rightsin 1956 Which had:been gaitied
by street protests and displays of rebellion. Hungary féllowed - -

"likewiss,”

A ruinied statuie of Stalin in Budapest

. Imre Nagy was appointed prime niinister and Janos Kadar

- forsign minister. They weére thought to be liberal and in Mostow
this was félt to be the bést way to keep happy the "hooligans" as

“the Moscow média teferred to'the protesters. As a gesttre; the -

some hope.*
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Red Army pulled out and Nagy allowed political parties to start
again. The most famous man to criticise the Russianis was '
released from ptison - Cardinal Mmdszenty

On October 31st; 1956 Nagy broadcast that Hungary would
withdraw itself from the Warsaw Pact. This was pushing the:

- Russians too far and Kadar left the governivient in disgust and

establishéd a rival. government i eastern ngary which.was
supported by Soviet tanks. On Novembeér 4th, Soviet tanks went
into Budapest to restére order and,they acted wrth immense

* britality even killing wounded peoplé. Tanks dragged round -
" bodigs tthQh thé stréeats. of Budapest asa warnlng to others
-who wereg still protestlng .

Russran tanks in E!udapest .

Hundreds of tanks went into Budapest and probably 30, 000
people were killed. To fise the expected Soviet. Teprisals, probably
200,000 fled to the west leaving:all they. possessed in Hungary
Nagy was tried and exedited and buriéd in- an unmarked grave
By November 14th, order had béen restored: Kadar was put.in .
charge. Soviet rule was re-established.

President Eisenhower of USA said "I feel with the Hunganan
peoplé." J F Dulles;American Secretary ofState, said "To all
those suffering under communist.slavery, let us say you can count
on us." But America drd nothrng more ;

So why did Europe and America do nothlng except offer moral
support and condemri Russia.?

1) Because of the geographrc locatron of Hungary, how could you

actually help- wrthout resoiting to war? Both sides:i in thé Gold War War -
. Were nuclear powers and the risks were too gréat: Any-économic A
boycott of the Soviet Union would have béen porntless as Russra -

took what it needed from the countnes it occupred

* 2) The Suez Crisis, which took place.at the same trme was

considered far more important and of greater: relevance to the
west than the sufferirig of the Hunganans Hence why. Britain,
France and America conceritrated their résources: 6n this crisis.

History Learnmq Slte > Modern World Hlstorv > The Cold War .

> The Hunganan Uprising of 1956°
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